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ACTS, 1968. CHAP. 752.

~

AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE UPPER BLACKSTONE WATER
POLLUTION ABATEMENT DISTRICT.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
SECTION 1. The city of Worcester, by vote of its city council, and the towns of Auburn, Boylston, Holden,
Leicester, Millbury, Oxford, Paxton, Rutland, Shrewsbury and West Boylston, by vote of a town meeting, may,
subject to conditions enumerated in this act, create a water pollution abatement district which shall be a body
corporate known as the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District, in this act referred to as the
district. There shall be no time limit on the date of acceptance of this act. The department of conservation and
recreation may act as a sewer district under this act, accept its provisions and become a participating member of
the district.
All of the sewer districts, not now members of the district, representing a portion of any of the above towns may
become associate members of the district without representation on the board and without voting status, if a sewer
district has, or has contracted for, sewerage facilities to transport its sewage to the district for treatment and has
paid the membership fee in accordance with section 10.
SECTION 2. The district shall be under the management and control a board which is hereby created and shall
be known as the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement Board, hereinafter called the Board.
The board shall consist of residents or employees of the district member city, towns or districts. In order to
ensure that Worcester, as the majority member of the board, retains a majority vote on the board, the board shall
consist of 1 member representing each member of the district, except the city of Worcester, which shall appoint
not less than 3 nor more than 5 board members. The total number of votes of the board shall equal 2 times the
number of board members not from Worcester plus 1. The votes shall be distributed so that each board member
not from Worcester shall be entitled to 1 vote with the remaining votes to be distributed evenly among the
Worcester board members.
The Board may act by a majority vote on all matters; provided, however, that a two-thirds majority vote shall be
required of the representatives on the Board for the undertaking of any capital outlay project costing more than
one hundred thousand dollars; the incurrence of debt; the removal of the engineer-director; and the exercise of the
power of eminent domain.
The members of the Board from the city of Worcester shall be appointed by the city manager. The
representative to the board from a town shall be appointed by the board of sewer commissioners, if such has been
duly elected; otherwise in accordance with provisions of law applicable to each town. The members of the Board
from a sewer district resenting a portion of a town or towns shall be named by the sewer commissioners from that
district. Members appointed to the Board must be residents of the area which they represent and may be
municipal employees. Members from the towns and sewer districts may be members of the local boards of sewer
commissioners.
Representatives on the board shall be appointed for terms of three years with the following exceptions: The
first two representatives appointed from the city of Worcester shall be appointed for terms of two years, followed
by appointments for terms of three years; upon admission of a new member the first representative shall be
appointed for a term of one, two, or three years, to provide, as nearly as possible, for an equal number expiring
each year. Each representative shall serve until the first Wednesday in April of the year in which his term is to
expire or until his successor is qualified. Representatives on the board may be reappointed.
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The appointing authorities in the city of Worcester, member towns and sewer districts, may appoint 1 alternate
board member for each duly appointed board member, who shall be empowered to serve in place of the duly
appointed board member, when so authorized by the board member or by the appointing authority, at such times
and places and to the same degree as the board member is empowered to serve in his own right.
Whenever the board shall notify in writing the appointing authority in the city of Worcester, member towns,
and sewer districts, that its representative is unable, refuses or has failed to participate in the management and
control of the district, said appointing authority shall forthwith appoint a representative pro tempore, who shall
serve as the duly appointed representative until said representative has resumed his responsibilities or until his
successor has been qualified.
Whenever an alternate representative or representative pro tempore is appointed, notice of said appointment
shall be made to the board in writing, signed by the appointing authority, stating the name of the person for whom
he is to serve, the name of the person to serve and his residence.
The alternate representative or representative pro tempore shall be subject to the same limitations as to number,
residence, term and authority as the representative in whose place he serves. Unless so elected by the board, he
shall hold no office on the board. He may receive such compensation as the board shall determine, but in no
event an amount greater than the representative in whose stead he serves would have been entitled, as provided in
section five.
Whenever an alternate representative is to serve in place of a duly appointed representative, notice shall be
given to the board by the appointing authority of the time and date such service shall Commence and terminate.
Such notice may be made at any time prior to the date and hour set for a regular meeting of the board, may be in
writing or oral, and shall be made to the chairman, or secretary of the executive committee or the clerk of the
board. In any dispute as to the right or ability of an alternate representative or representative pro tempore, to
assume the responsibilities and authority of the representative of the city of Worcester, town or sewer district in
whose stead a person allegedly acts, the board shall possess and exercise exclusive jurisdiction and determination.
SECTION 3. The Board shall appoint and determine the compensation of an engineer director who shall
administer the affairs and direct the engineering work of the district as approved by the Board. The Board shall set
forth the powers and duties of the engineer director in its by-laws. The engineer director may, upon approval of
the Board, enter into contracts for professional or construction services to be provided to the district by private
contractors. The engineer director shall be skilled in sanitary engineering practice and a registered professional
engineer under the provisions of chapter one hundred and twelve of the General Laws, provided, however, a
person eligible for registration under the provisions of chapter one hundred and twelve may be appointed acting
engineer director and may serve in that capacity for a period of up to one year.
SECTION 4. The district shall have a seal consisting of a circular die bearing the words “Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District, 19 “, which seal may be used whenever
deemed advisable by the Board on papers and documents issued or executed by the Board or by any officer or
employee designated by the Board.
SECTION 5. The Board shall prepare and adopt by-laws describing and stipulating its organization and
operations. The Board members shall annually in the month of April select a chairman, a vice chairman, and a
secretary from among the membership who shall act as an executive committee. Members of the board may
receive compensation from the district, which shall not exceed $2,500 per year for a board member, $3,250 per
year for the vice chairman and secretary and $3,750 per year for the chairman. Compensation at the discretion of
the board may be increased from time to time, but not more often than every 3 years, and not to exceed the annual
increase in the Consumer Price Index. Board members may be reimbursed for actual expenses incurred in
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performance of their duties on approval of the Board.
The Board may appoint and may at its pleasure remove a treasurer and a clerk, who shall not be members of
the Board. Both offices, if Board deems it advisable, may be held by the same person. The treasurer shall give to
the Board a bond payable to the district with a surety company authorized to transact business within the
commonwealth and satisfactory to the Board as surety in such sums as the Board may prescribe and conditioned
on the faithful performance of his duties. The duties of the treasurer and clerk shall be those usually appertaining
to said offices, respectively, and in addition such as may from time to time be prescribed by the Board. The
compensation of the treasurer and of the clerk shall be determined by the Board. The Board may retain legal
counsel for any and all appropriate purposes.
The engineer director, with the approval of the Board, shall from time to time appoint or employ such other
engineers and such experts, agents, officers, clerks and other employees as he deems necessary and shall
determine their duties. The salaries or compensation of all persons appointed or employed under authority of this
section shall be determined by the Board and together with other expenses shall be paid by the district and shall
be considered a part of the expense of maintenance of the district.
The Board shall establish an office at the site of the treatment facilities in which its business may be conducted
and at which maps, plans, documents, records, and other paper relating to its business, land, and other works and
property in its charge, shall be kept.
It shall at all times keep full and accurate accounts of its receipts, expenditures, disbursements, assets and
liabilities, which shall be open all times to inspection by the city, the towns or the sewer districts, who are
members of the district or by any officer or duly appointed agent of the commonwealth.
The Board shall make a report each year of its activities for the preceding year and shall, prior to February 1,
submit a copy to the state auditor and to the participating city, towns and districts. The reort shall also be
submitted- to the Massachusetts department of public health and the division of water pollution control of the
department of natural resources and the central Massachusetts regional planning commission.
SECTION 6. Said Board, acting for and on behalf of said district, may take by eminent domain under chapter
seventy-nine of the General Laws, or acquire by purchase or otherwise, any lands, property, water rights, rightsof-way or easements, public or private in said district and in the town of Millbury, necessary for accomplishing
any purpose mentioned in this act, and may construct such main drains and sewers under or over any bridge,
railroad, railway, boulevard or other public way, or within the location of any railroad, and may enter upon and
dig up any private land, public way or railroad location, for the purpose of laying such drains and sewers and of
maintaining and repairing the same, and may do any other thing proper or necessary for the purposes of this act;
provided that they shall not take in fee any land of a railroad corporation, and that they shall not enter upon or
construct any drain or sewer within the location of any railroad corporation except at such time and in such
manner as they may agree upon with such corporation, or, in case of failure to agree, as may be approved by the
department of public utilities.
The Board, acting for the district, shall purchase, construct, maintain and operate in the district and in the town
of Millbury such trunk sewers, pumping stations, intercepting sewers, connections, sewage treatment works,
laboratories and other works as may be required for collecting, treating and disposing of sewage and other
waterborne wastes to be discharged from the sewerage systems of said city, towns or districts. For such purposes
the Board may make such contracts, or make other arrangements as it may deem necessary. No work shall be
constructed until plans have been approved by the department of public health, division of water pollution control
and the department of natural resources. Any construction, reconstruction, or extension of trunk sewers, pumping
stations, intercepting sewers, connections, sewage treatment works, laboratories, and other works shall be referred
to the central Massachusetts regional planning commission for an advisory opinion as to the proposed works
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relationship to regional and intercommunity considerations and to its coordination with existing local and regional
proposals.
No land may be purchased or otherwise acquired as a site for the treatment and disposal of sewage or waste
water without the approval of the Massachusetts department of public health and division of water pollution
control in accordance with the provisions of section six of chapter eighty-three of the General Laws.
The Board may sell by negotiation to the participating members of the district or at public auction any property,
including land, acquired by it hereunder and which in its opinion is no longer needed in the performance of the
powers and duties conferred and imposed on it by this act, and may from time to time lease any property which in
its opinion is not then needed by it for the purposes of this act. The Board may enter upon any lands or waters for
the purposes of making surveys, test pits and borings, and may take by eminent domain under said chapter
seventy-nine, as amended, or acquire by purchase or otherwise, the right to temporarily occupy any lands
necessary for the carrying out of the said purposes.
SECTION 7. The Board shall prevent the discharge into the sewers of substances which may damage or impair
the sewage collection and sewage treatment system or interfere with its maintenance or operation. The Board
shall have the right to enter any premises from which any sewer or drain is connected with any part of the
sewerage system under its control or with any tributary sewerage or with the systems of any member city, town or
sewer district, to determine the condition of said sewer, drain, sewage pumping station, trunk or treatment works,
determine the amount and character of sewage, drainage or other wastes flowing therefrom, determine whether
such sewage, drainage or other wastes does, or is likely to, damage or impair the sewerage system or the system
of any member city, town or sewer district or interfere with its maintenance and operation, and inspect records
required to be kept by regulation of the Board or other governmental entity. The Board shall, for the proper and
reasonable operation of its works, make regulations as to the quantity and character of any sewage, drainage or
other wastes discharged into any sewer under its control or any sewer tributary thereto, but such regulations shall
not be less than those established by the division of water pollution control. Such regulations may impose federal,
state and other industrial pretreatment requirements directly upon industrial and other users of the sewage
collection systems tributary to the district’s sewerage system and may require such industrial and other users to
obtain discharge permits directly from the district. The district may charge permit application fees to recover the
costs of processing permit applications and may directly bill industrial users to recover the district’s annual cost of
implementing an industrial pretreatment program. The district may enforce its regulations directly against
industrial and other users of sewer systems tributary to district sewage works by court action seeking injunctive
relief and penalties or by other action deemed appropriate by the district. Violation of district regulations is
subject to a civil penalty up to ten thousand dollars, with each day of a continuing violation being a separate
violation.
SECTION 8. No lands, rights-of-way, or other easements, property, structures, or rights acquired by the
district, as herein provided, and located in the city or any town included in the district shall be assessed or taxed
by the municipality if yielding no rent, but the district shall annually on July first pay to the city or town an
amount equal to the tax it would receive upon the averages of the assessed value, which shall not include
buildings or structures, for the three years last preceding the acquisition thereof, the value for each year being
reduced by all abatements thereon. In the event there is a general revaluation of the assessed valuation of real
property in any city or town of the district, the assessed valuations for the three-year period as determined above
shall be increased or decreased in the same proportion that the aggregate va1ue of all assessed real property in the
city or town is increased or decreased.
SECTION 9. The district by vote of the Board is authorized to issue, from time to time, general obligation
serial bonds or notes of the district to pay for the costs of capital outlays in connection with the collecting, treating
and disposing of sewage and other waterborne wastes to be discharged from the sewage systems of its members
including the construction, acquisition and major rehabilitation of trunk sewers, pumping stations, intercepting
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sewers, connectors, sewage treatment works, laboratories and such other works as may be required and including
land damages and costs of demolition of existing structures on land so acquired.
Said bonds to be issued in such amount or amounts as the district acting by and through the Board may
determine and the district may refund any such bonds or notes. Such serial bonds or notes may be callable with or
without premium and shall contain such terms and conditions, bear such rate or rates of interest, be sold in such
manner, at public or private sale, and mature at such times and in such amounts as the Board shall determine,
provided that each issue of such bonds or notes shall be payable in annual installments, the first of which shall be
payable not later than two years after its date and the last of which shall be payable not later than thirty years from
said date.
If the Board votes to issue serial bonds or notes, said Board may authorize the issuance, in the name of the
district, of general obligations temporary notes for a period of not more than two years in anticipation of the
money to be received from the sale of such serial bonds or notes. The time within which such serial notes or
bonds shall be payable shall not be extended by reason of the making of such temporary loans beyond the time
fixed in the order authorizing such serial bonds or notes.
For the purpose of paying expenses of operation, including, without limitation, any principal or interest due or
about to become due on any bond or note issued by the district for which funds are not available, the Board, in the
name of the district, is authorized to issue, from time to time, general obligation temporary notes of the district in
anticipation of assessments levied against the members of said district in the year in which such notes are issued.
Temporary notes in anticipation of assessments shall be payable not more than one year from their date and
shall not exceed in principal amount at any one time outstanding the amount of the assessment in anticipation of
which they are issued.
Temporary notes issued under this section for a shorter period than the maximum permitted may be renewed by
the issuance of other temporary notes maturing within the required period; provided, that the period from the date
of issue of the original temporary note to the date of maturity of the renewal note shall not exceed the maximum
period for which the original temporary note may have been issued. Such temporary notes or renewal notes may
be sold at discount or with interest payable at or at and before maturity.
Notes or bonds authorized by this section shall be signed by the treasurer and countersigned by the chairman of
the board and serial notes and bonds shall have the district seal affixed. Sections sixteen B and sixteen C of
chapter forty-four shall be applicable to such bonds and notes.
Indebtedness incurred under this section shall not be included in computing the limit of indebtedness of any
city or town or any portion of which is included in a district.
SECTION 10. The cost of original construction of the sewage treatment plant, outfall, laboratories and
associated facilities, including principal payments and interest on the bonds issued for construction thereof, shall
be apportioned among the participating member city, towns and sewer districts in the ratio of their particular
populations to the total population of the district, according to the latest state or federal census.
The cost of original construction of trunk sewers, pumping stations, intercepting sewers, connections, and other
works as may be required for the collecting of sewage, including principal payments and interest on the bonds
issued for construction thereof, shall be apportioned among the participating member city, towns and sewer
districts in the ratio of availability of the particular facility to each member, as determined by the ratio of the flow
capacity of each member’s connections into the facility to the entire connected capacity of the facility, as
calculated by formulae and standards established by the board. These costs shall be prepared by the district with
the assistance of the city, towns and sewer districts and the central Massachusetts regional planning district
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commission. Upon acceptance of the provisions of this act by an eligible town or sewer district not previously a
member, or upon the alteration of the flow capacity of any member’s connection into the facility, the costs of
construction shall be recalculated taking into account any new construction, and proper adjustments shall be made
to the account of each member.
The operation and maintenance costs of the district and its treatment facilities shall be apportioned among the
member city, towns and sewer districts on the basis of their contributions to the flow entering the district’s
facilities. The contribution of each member to the flow entering the district’s facilities shall be determined
annually by the board using either metered monitoring data or such other estimation techniques as the board may
determine to properly represent the member’s contribution to the facility. Commencing in fiscal year 2004, the
contributions shall be determined using a 3-year moving average of data representing the 3 most recently
completed fiscal years.
Upon acceptance of this act by an eligible town or sewer district not previously a member, the district shall
determine the fair market value at that time of the assets of the district, including capital assets. The district shall
determine the value of the assets of the district including, but not limited to land, structures, equipment, other
improvements, inventories and restricted and unrestricted reserve funds, but excluding any debt service costs
associated with bonded indebtedness for which payments are yet due. In establishing the value of the land,
structures, equipment and other improvements, the district shall, not less frequently than once every 10 years, use
the services of an independent appraiser to estimate the value of such land structures, equipment and other
improvements, taking into account the replacement costs of such land, structures, equipment and other
improvements and the actual physical and functional depreciation thereof. The district shall use a cost index that
it considers appropriate to adjust the most recent estimated replacement costs to the year in which an eligible town
or sewer district proposes to become a member of the district. The district shall also adjust the physical and
functional depreciation by the same index and shall include additional depreciation reflecting the amount of time
from the date of the last appraisal to the year in which an eligible town or sewer district proposes to become a
member of the district. If the district has made additional investments in structures, equipment or other
improvements since the time of the most recent appraisal, the value of the additional investments shall be
computed as the cost of such investments, adjusted according to a cost index the district deems appropriate to
adjust the additional investments to the year in which an eligible town or sewer district proposes to become a
member of the district and deducting therefrom depreciation of the investment as determined by the district. The
appraised value, indexed as appropriate, together with the value of additional investments and the original costs of
land acquired by the district, net of depreciated contributions in aid of construction and net of principal of debt
outstanding, shall be used to establish the buy-in costs paid by such eligible town or sewer district. The cost of
membership in the district shall be computed as the proportion of the population of the new member community
or sewer district to the revised total population of the district, new plus previous members, times the fair market
value. Buy-in costs shall be apportioned and paid to previous members on the basis of population, according to
the most recent federal census.
SECTION 11. The board shall annually determine the amounts required for the payment of principal and
interest on such bonds and notes issued or to be renewed by the district which will be due during the ensuing
fiscal year and shall apportion the amounts so determined among the several members of the district in
accordance with the provisions of this act, shall also annually determine the amounts necessary to be raised to
maintain and operate the district during the said year including capital outlay items the cost of which is not to be
funded and for all other matters for which the district is required to raise money and shall apportion among the
several members of the district the amounts so determined in accordance with the provisions of this act. Each
amount so apportioned for each member shall, prior to January thirty-first of the current fiscal year, be certified by
the board to the assessors of each city, town or district who are members of such district. The assessors of each
city, town or other district shall without further vote include each amount so certified in those amounts to be
annually raised by taxes under section twenty-three of chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws. The respective
city, town or district treasurer shall pay the amount so certified to the treasurer of the district in substantially equal
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quarterly payments on or before July fifteenth, October fifteenth, January fifteenth, and April fifteenth of the
ensuing fiscal year.
A city, town or district who have been assessed may raise all or a portion of the amounts certified annually by
the district to the assessors of each city, town or district as provided in this act, through equitable and proportional
charges against inhabitants, corporations and other users of the service rendered by the district in each such city,
town or district. For the purpose of establishing an equitable and proportional schedule of reasonable charges, the
property benefited by the services of the district may be classified, taking into consideration the character and
volume of the sewage or industrial or other wastes and the nature of the use made of the sewage system, including
the facilities. The charges may include standby charges to property not connected but for which the district’s
facilities have been made available. The failure of such user charges to raise the amounts required by the district
in any year shall not relieve any city, town or district from its obligation to provide the amounts assessed by the
district hereunder.
Nothing in the procedure for arbitration authorized in section eleven A shall relieve any treasurer of the city,
towns or sewer districts from making timely payments to the treasurer of the district of the full amounts assessed.
SECTION 11A. In the event that within ninety days of the receipt by the board of assessors of each city, town
or sewer district of any assessment as determined and apportioned above, the appropriate legislative body of any
city, town or sewer district, by resolution, may question any fact used in the formulae for determination of the
total amount to be apportioned or the apportionment thereof to the city, towns or sewer districts and request a
review thereof by the board.
The board shall forthwith cause a review of such apportionment and shall publish its findings no later than
thirty calendar days from the receipt of such request.
The board or the aggrieved city, town or sewer district may, by resolution adopted no later than ninety calendar
days from the receipt of such findings, submit the questions raised to a fact finding arbitration of three persons,
not residents of the district, one to be appointed by the aggrieved member, one to be appointed by the board and
one to be appointed by the auditor of the commonwealth. The three persons, so appointed, shall consider all
pertinent data, make such audits, examinations, inquiries and surveys as they deem necessary, and shall submit a
finding, which shall be binding on all parties. The cost of such arbitration, if any, shall be paid by the district as
an expense of the then current year and assessed to the district and the aggrieved member in a proportion to be
determined by the finding. If such finding shall result in an adjustment of the apportionment of the assessment to
the city or any town or sewer district, such adjustment shall be made by the board in the next annual
apportionment to be certified to the respective board of assessors.
SECTION 12. To meet the cost of construction, maintenance and operation of the works authorized by this
act, the district may file application for, or accept and use, any federal or state funds or any federal or state
assistance, or both, provided therefor under any federal or state law, or accept and use any funds from other
sources.
The district may file application for, accept and use any federal or state funds available for the purpose of
constructing a facility for training and technical assistance in wastewater treatment. Said district may enter into
interagency agreements with the commonwealth for the purpose of providing facilities for training and technical
assistance in wastewater treatment.
SECTION 13. At any time not less than eight years after the acceptance of this act by a town or sewer district,
said town or sewer district may, after approval by two thirds of the qualified voters present and voting at any
annual or special town meeting, or at a meeting legally called of those inhabitants liable to taxation within a sewer
district, notify the Board of its desire to withdraw from the district. Such withdrawal shall become effective in not
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less than two years after receipt of such notice by the Board, and only after approval by a majority of the Board.
Value of any facilities involved in such purchase or reimbursement shall be determined in accordance with
methods described in Massachusetts General Laws, chapter seventy-nine.
SECTION 14. Upon the establishment of the district all employees of the participating city, towns and districts
who consent and whose employment is directly related to projects to be taken over by the district shall be
transferred to the district and shall continue to perform the same duties at a salary not less than theretofore and
every employee so transferred who immediately prior to such transfer was subject to section nine A of chapter
thirty or to chapter thirty-one of the General Laws under a permanent appointment and who has served a
probationary period shall continue to serve subject to the provisions of said section nine A of chapter thirty or to
sections forty-three and forty-five of said chapter thirty-one as the case may be; whether or not thereafter
reclassified, and shall retain all rights to holidays, sick leave and vacations in effect on the effective date of this
act; provided, that any person transferred who was not subject to said section nine A or said chapter thirty-one and
persons appointed after the effective date of this act shall not be subject to said section nine A of chapter thirty or
to any provisions of said chapter thirty-one.
Every employee who upon transfer to the district is covered by the group insurance provided by chapter thirtytwo A of the General Laws shall continue in uninterrupted coverage and all other employees of the district are
hereby likewise made eligible for said group insurance to the same extent as if they were employees of the
commonwealth; provided, that the share of the cost of such insurance shall, with respect to the employees of the
district, be borne by said district. The district shall forward its contribution, together with all amounts withheld
from the salaries or wages of its employees as provided in paragraph (a) of section eight of said chapter thirty-two
A and all amounts paid by an employee as provided in paragraph (b) of said section, to the state employees group
insurance commission at such time and in such manner as said commission may prescribe.
Every employee who immediately prior to being transferred to the district by this section is a member of the
retirement system of their respective city, town or district shall have their retirement rights transferred into the
state retirement system. All other employees of the district shall be required to become members of the state
retirement system in the same manner and subject to time same laws, rules and regulations as persons entering the
employ of the commonwealth. The district shall deduct from the wages of its employees and pay over to the state
retirement board, such sums as the commonwealth or the city, town or district would deduct and pay over if such
person were an employee of the commonwealth or the city, town or district; and at such times as the
commissioner of insurance shall from time to time prescribe, the district shall pay to the state retirement board
such sums as said commissioner shall from time to time determine the city, town or district would be obliged to
pay if such person were its employee, including, accruals for prior service and accidental disability.
The district shall reimburse the commonwealth its proportionate share of any amounts expended by the
commonwealth under the provisions of chapter thirty-two of the General Laws for retirement allowances to or on
account of its employees.
Every person who immediately prior to being transferred to the district was subject to the provisions of sections
fifty-six to sixty, inclusive, of chapter thirty-two of the General Laws, shall continue subject to the provisions of
said sections; provided, however, that the words “retiring authority”, as used in said section shall mean the
members of said district; and provided further, that the amount of all retirement allowances payable under said
sections by virtue of this act shall be paid by the district and the proper city, town or district shall reimburse the
district for its proportionate share of the amounts so paid. Upon the retirement of any such person under said
sections fifty-six to sixty, inclusive, the said city, town or district shall refund to the person so retired the amount
of his accumulated deductions.
SECTION 14A. The District may enter into an agreement with a political subdivision of the commonwealth
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for the collection, treatment and disposal of sewage from a portion of any city or town named in section one, or
from a portion of any political subdivision of the commonwealth whose land area lies within the geographic limits
of the district. Such agreements shall provide for the apportionment of the cost of original construction, interest
on bonds or notes, and the cost of maintenance and operation of any facility necessary for said purpose.
The district may enter into an agreement with any political subdivision of the commonwealth to accept and treat
septage or material pumped from on-site domestic sanitary sewage disposal systems at a cost to be provided for in
such agreements.
The district may enter into an agreement, for a period of time not exceeding five years, with any political
subdivision of the commonwealth to accept and treat sludge from a wastewater treatment facility operated by said
political subdivision, at a cost to be provided for in such agreement. Said agreement shall become effective only
after certification by the department of environmental quality engineering that there exists within such subdivision
an emergency which threatens the health or safety of citizens of the commonwealth.
SECTION 14B. Sums apportioned by the district and assessed to the members of the district as provided in
section 11, including principal and interest falling due on bonds or notes issued pursuant to section 9, for costs
incurred by the district for plant improvements defined in the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement
District Regional Wastewater Treatment Facilities Plan of October 2001, including, but not limited to, work and
measures found by the district to be necessary to assure security of the facilities, or to mitigate environmental,
social and economic impacts of facilities to be improved or constructed, and the cost of maintenance and
operation of the facilities as limited by this section, shall not be subject to the limitations contained in section 20B
of chapter 59 of the General Laws, or in any other general or special law, and shall be paid to the district as
required by section 11; but these maintenance and operation costs shall become subject to section 20B of chapter
59 of the General Laws after such facilities have been substantially completed and operated for a period of 3
years.
SECTION 15. This act may be submitted for approval at any annual or special town meeting of the towns
eligible for membership as listed in section 1 of this act or any meeting called of those inhabitants liable to
taxation within a sewer district comprising a portion of one or more of these towns listed. The question placed on
the warrant of such a meeting shall be in the form of the following question:—“Shall an act passed by the General
Court in the year 1968, entitled ‘An Act establishing the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District’,
be accepted?” Such a vote shall be a standing vote of at least a majority of those present and voting. The
provisions of this act may be adopted by the city council of the city of Worcester at any regular or special meeting
of the council called to consider the same question. In order for the provisions of this act to be adopted, a
majority of those town or district meeting members present must vote in the affirmative. A majority of the city
council must vote affirmatively for its provisions to be adopted by the city of Worcester. The commissions of the
metropolitan district commission may accept the provisions of this act by majority vote.
The provisions of this act shall not take effect until acceptance by the city council of the city of Worcester and
by at least one other town or sewer district meeting representing a portion of a town. Additional towns or sewer
districts representing a portion of a town or towns may by the acceptance of the provisions of this act join as
members of the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District as provided in section one.
The initial organization of the Board representing the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District
shall take place within one hundred and eighty days after the affirmative vote of the required minimum number of
governmental units for the formation of the district. If the Board does not organize itself and form the district
within one hundred and eighty days, the action of the city council, town meeting, or sewer district meeting shall
be null and void.
SECTION 16. Nothing contained in this act shall be interpreted to authorize the board to construct, operate or
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maintain the local sewerage system of each member city, town or sewerage district.
The purpose of this act is to establish a district to abate water pollution through treatment of sewerage which
the district shall collect from the local systems.
Approved July 24, 1968.

Other Related Legislation:

Chap. 1056, Acts of 1971
AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
WORCESTER COUNTY TO ENTER INTO AGREEMENTS FOR THE
COLLECTION, TREATMENT AND DISPOSITION OR DISCHARGE
OF SEWAGE FROM THE WORCESTER COUNTY JAIL AND HOUSE
OF CORRECTION IN THE TOWN OF WEST BOYLSTON.
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
SECTION 1. Notwithstanding any provision of chapter seven hundred and fifty-two of the acts of
nineteen hundred and sixty-eight or any other law to the contrary, the county commissioners of Worcester
county and the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District are hereby authorized to enter into
mutual agreements for the collection, treatment and disposition or discharge of sewage from the Worcester
county jail and house of correction in the town of West Boylston.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by the county commissioners of Worcester
county and the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement board.
Approved November 11, 1971.
Chap. 68O, Acts of 1973 (portion)

AN ACT FURTHER DEFINING THE POWERS OF THE
UPPER BLACKSTONE WATER POLLUTION
ABATEMENTDISTRICT RELATIVE TO THE TOWN OF MILLBURY.
SECTION 1 Revised original legislation, included in revisions.
SECTION 2 Any and all action taken by the district pursuant to section six of chapter seven hundred
and fifty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-eight, as amended by section one of this act, is
confirmed and validated notwithstanding that such action was taken prior to passage of this act.
SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage
Approved August 23, 1973.
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